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Rules  and  Regulations 
for 

THE  PRACTICE  OF  ARCHITECTURE 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 


Particular  attention  is  directed  to  the  following 
sections  of  Act  No.  402  (Architects  Act)  approved 
June  27,  1939 : 

SECTION  1 

In  order  to  safeguard  life,  health  and  property, 
the  provisions  of  Act  No.  402,  make  it  manda- 
tory that  plans  and  specifications  for  buildings  and 
enlargement  or  alterations  to  buildings  be  prepared 
by  duly  registered  and  licensed  architects  who  are 
qualified  by  education  and  experience  to  perform 
this  service.  This  Act  also  defines  the  term  “Regis- 
tered Architect”  and  the  “Practice  of  Architecture” 
and  fixes  the  violation  of  the  Act  as  a misde- 
meanor punishable  by  fine  and/or  imprisonment. 

SECTION  2 

The  following  extracts  from  Act  No.  402,  deal- 
ing specifically  with  the  rights  of  individuals  to 
make  and  present  for  approval  architectural  plans 
and  specifications,  are  given  for  the  guidance  of  all 
concerned : 

A.  The  Practice  of  Architecture:  “The 
practice  of  architecture  consists  of  rendering  or 
offering  to  render  service  to  clients  by  consulta- 
tions, investigations,  evaluation,  preliminary  studies, 
plans,  specifications,  contract  documents,  and  a co- 
ordination of  structural  factors  concerning  the 
aesthetic  or  structural  design  and  supervision  of 
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construction  of  buildings  or  any  other  service  in 
connection  with  the  designing  or  supervision  of 
construction  of  buildings  located  within  the  bound- 
aries of  the  Commonwealth,  regardless  of  whether 
such  persons  are  performing  one  or  all  of  these 
duties,  or  whether  they  are  performed  in  person  or 
as  the  directing  head  of  an  office  or  organization 
performing  them.” 

B.  An  Architect  : “An  Architect,  within  the 
meaning  of  this  Act,  is  an  individual  licensed  under 
the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  to  practice  archi- 
tecture.” 

C.  The  Right  to  Practice  Architecture: 
“In  order  to  safeguard  life,  health  and  property,  no 
person  shall  practice  architecture  in  this  Common- 
wealth or  engage  in  preparing  plans,  specifications 
or  preliminary  data  for  the  erection  or  alteration 
of  any  building  located  within  the  boundaries  of 
this  Commonwealth,  except  as  hereinafter  set  forth, 
or  use  the  title  ‘Architect,’  or  display  or  use  any 
words,  letters,  figures,  title,  sign,  card,  advertise- 
ment, or  other  device  to  indicate  that  such  person 
practices  or  offers  to  practice  architecture,  or  is  an 
architect  or  is  qualified  to  perform  the  work  of  an 
architect,  unless  such  person  shall  have  secured 
from  the  Board  a certificate  of  qualification  and 
registration  or  an  affidavit  card  in  the  manner 
herein  provided,  and  shall  thereafter  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  governing  the  registration  and 
licensing  of  architects.” 

D.  Exceptions  : “Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be 

construed  to  apply  to  any  person  while  in  the  regu- 
lar employment  of  any  railroad,  telephone,  or  tele- 
graph company  engaged  in  interstate  commerce ; 
or  to  any  person  who  is  qualified  under  the  Law  to 
use  the  title  ‘Registered  Professional  Engineer’  but 
such  person  may  do  such  architectural  work  as  is 
incidental  to  his  engineering  work;  nor  shall  this 
Act  prevent  any  person  who  is  qualified  under  the 
Law  to  use  the  title  ‘Registered  Architect’  from 
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doing  such  engineering  work  as  is  incidental  to  his 
architectural  work ; or  from  preventing  officers  and 
employees  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
while  engaged  within  this  Commonwealth,  in  the 
practice  of  architecture  for  said  Government.” 

“Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  construed  to  pre- 
vent any  resident  of  this  Commonwealth  from  mak- 
ing a set  of  plans  or  specifications  for  the  occa- 
sional or  incidental  erection  or  construction  of  (1) 
any  building  or  enlargement  or  alteration  thereof 
intended  for  occupancy  by  himself  or  any  person, 
association  or  corporation  employing  him,  costing 
less  than  $10,000.00  where  the  space  enclosed  does 
not  exceed  30,000  cubic  feet  calculated  by  the  stand- 
ards or  methods  recommended  by  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects ; (2)  any  building  or  en- 
largement or  alteration  thereof  which  is  to  be  used 
for  farm  purposes;  (3)  any  single  family  residence 
of  any  size  or  cost  which  is  to  be  used  by  such  resi- 
dent as  his  home ; (4)  any  remodeling  or  altera- 
tion, regardless  of  cost,  to  existing  buildings,  not 
involving  structural  changes  and  which  does  not 
include  additions  costing  $10,000.00  or  more  or  con- 
taining an  enclosed  space  of  greater  than  30,000 
cubic  feet  calculated  as  aforesaid ; Provided,  that 
the  author  of  such  plans  and  specifications  shall  not 
receive  any  compensation  as  the  author  thereof.” 

E.  Signature  on  Plans  and  Specifications  : 
“All  plans  and  specifications  prepared  for  such 
structures  which,  by  the  terms  of  this  Act  shall  be 
prepared  by  a registered  architect,  shall  be  signed 
by  a duly  qualified  and  registered  architect  and 
stamped  with  his  seal.” 

F.  False  Authorship:  “No  person  shall 

designate  or  imply  that  he  or  she  is  the  author  of 
a set  of  plans  or  specifications  except  if  he  or  she 
was  or  is  in  responsible  charge  of  their  prepara- 
tion, whether  made  by  him  or  her  personally  or 
under  his  or  her  immediate  supervision.” 

G.  Registration  Mandatory  : “It  shall  be  un- 
lawful for  any  architect,  or  any  person  practicing 


architecture,  to  seek  to  avoid  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  by  the  use  of  any  other  designation  than  the 
title  of  ‘architect’;  and  no  such  person  shall  prac- 
tice or  offer  to  practice  architecture  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, or  present  themselves  as  qualified  for 
such  practice,  unless  and  until  they  have  been  duly 
qualified  and  been  registered  as  provided  in  this 
Act.” 

H.  Avoidance  of  Provisions  of  the  Act  : “It 
shall  hereafter  be  unlawful  for  any  non-registered 
person  or  for  any  corporation  to  seek  to  avoid  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  by  having  a representative 
or  employee  seek  architectural  work  in  their  behalf 
or  for  them. 

“No  firm,  company,  partnership,  association  or 
corporation  shall  be  registered  as  an  architect. 

“Persons  not  registered  in  this  Commonwealth  as 
Architects  shall  not  claim  nor  represent  their  serv- 
ices or  work  as  equivalent  to  the  services  or  work 
of  a duly  qualified  registered  architect,  or  that  they 
are  qualified  for  any  branch  or  function  of  archi- 
tectural practice,  even  though  no  form  of  the  title 
of  ‘architect’  is  used.” 

SECTION  3 

The  following  Rules  and  Regulations  are  given 
for  the  guidance  of  all  concerned: 

A.  Signing  of  Drawings  : All  plans  and 
specifications  must  be  prepared  by  a Registered 
Architect  as  provided  for  by  Section  15,  Act  No. 
402,  or  a Registered  Professional  Engineer  as  pro- 
vided for  by  Section  14,  Act  No.  415,  and  signed 
by  the  author  thereof  with  his  true  appellation  and 
stamped  with  his  seal  as  either  a registered  archi- 
tect or  a registered  professional  engineer,  except 
plans  and  specifications  prepared  by  those  exempted 
as  hereinbefore  quoted  under  Section  2,  Article  D 
above. 

Where  not  practical  to  use  the  seal,  a rubber 
stamp  facsimile  may  be  used. 
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Plans  and  specifications  prepared  by  a State  or 
local  governmental  agency  must  bear  the  signature 
and  seal  of  a Registered  Architect  or  a Registered 
Professional  Engineer. 

Such  titles  as  Landscape  Architects,  City  Plan- 
ners, and  Planning  Engineers,  are  not  recognized 
by  the  Law.  In  order  to  qualify  for  preparation  of 
plans  and  specifications  for  buildings,  or  altera- 
tions or  additions  thereto,  they  must  be  either  reg- 
istered architects  or  registered  professional  engi- 
neers. 

B.  Firms,  Partnerships,  Corporations,  Etc.  : 
A firm,  company,  partnership,  association  or  a cor- 
poration or  similar  organization  cannot  be  regis- 
tered as  an  Architect.  Only  individuals  shall  be 
registered  as  architects.  A number  of  registered 
architects  constituting  a firm  may  use  the  collec- 
tive title  “Registered  Architects.”  A Registered 
Architect  practicing  in  combination  with  an  engi- 
neer or  other  associate  may  not  include  his  asso- 
ciate under  the  title  “Registered  Architects”  but 
shall  identify  each  by  his  true  appellation. 

C.  Architecture  and  Engineering:  Identical 
clauses  in  the  Architects  Act  No.  402,  approved 
June  27,  1939  and  Engineers  Act  415,  approved 
May  6,  1927,  permit  an  engineer  “to  do  such  archi- 
tectural work  as  is  incidental  to  his  engineering 
work”  and  an  architect  "to  do  such  engineering 
work  as  is  incidental  to  his  architectural  work.” 
“Incidental”  shall  be  considered  as  occurring  for- 
tuitously in  conjunction  with  something  else,  usually 
of  greater  importance. 

Structures  such  as  Mercantile  Buildings,  Hotels, 
Office  Buildings,  Hospitals,  Asylums,  Public  and 
Private  Institutions,  Schools,  Colleges,  Dormitories, 
Theatres,  Motion  Picture  Theatres,  Public  Halls, 
Dance  Halls,  Lodge  Halls,  Churches,  Skating 
Rinks,  Armories,  Halls,  or  other  Auditoriums,  Resi- 
dences, Tenement  Houses,  Apartment  Houses, 
Apartment  Hotels,  Club  Houses,  Lodging  Houses, 
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Rooming  Houses,  City  Halls,  Fire  Houses,  Court 
Houses  or  other  public  buildings  are  examples  of 
types  of  buildings  or  structures.  Plans  for  which 
would  normally  be  prepared  by  an  Architect. 

Filtration  Plants,  Sewage  Disposal  Plants,  Dams, 
Bridges,  Generating  Plants,  Power  Houses  (when 
architecture  is  of  secondary  importance)  are  ex- 
amples of  types  of  buildings  or  structures,  plans 
for  which  would  normally  be  prepared  by  an  engi- 
neer. 

It  is  recognized  that  in  some  instances  the  col- 
laboration of  architects  and  engineers  is  desirable. 

Questionable  or  border  line  cases  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  of  Archi- 
tects and/or  the  State  Board  of  Registration  of 
Professional  Engineers  for  classification. 

D.  Submission  of  Plans  and  Specifications 
by  Non-Registered  Person  : It  is  to  be  noted 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  permit  the  prepara- 
tion of  plans  and  specifications  for  the  “occasional 
or  incidental  erection  or  construction  of  a building 
or  enlargement  or  alteration.”  Under  this  pro- 
vision regular  or  oft-repeated  or  systematic  prep- 
aration of  plans  and  specifications  is  a violation  of 
the  law.  Non-residents  of  the  Commonwealth  can- 
not qualify  under  these  exemptions. 

Every  resident  of  this  Commonwealth  not  a reg- 
istered architect  or  a registered  engineer  desiring 
to  submit  for  approval  plans  and  specifications  for 
a building  or  enlargement  or  alterations  as  set 
forth  in  Section  13  of  Act  No.  402  shall  certify  on 
the  plans  and  specifications  the  following,  including 
only  the  applicable  one  of  the  following  clauses  in 
use : 

“I  hereby  certify  that  the  building,  enlargement 
or  alteration  as  shown  on  the  plans  and  described 
in  the  specifications  is 

(a)  Intended  for  occupancy  by  a person,  firm 

or  corporation  employing  me,  will  cost  less  than 


$10,000.00  and  does  not  exceed  30,000  cubic  feet, 
calculated  by  standard  methods  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects. 

or 

(b)  To  be  used  for  farm  purposes. 

or 

(c)  A -single-family  residence  to  be  used  by 
me  for  my  home. 

or 

(d)  A remodeling  or  alteration  to  an  existing 
building,  does  not  involve  structural  changes  and 
does  not  include  additions  costing  over  $10,000.00 
or  contain  an  enclosed  space  greater  than  30,000 
cubic  feet  calculated  by  standard  methods  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects. 

and 

I further  certify  that  I am  a resident  of  this  Com- 
monwealth and  that  I have  not  and  will  not  receive 
any  compensation  as  the  author  of  these  plans  or 
specifications.” 

This  is  to  be  followed  by  the  signature  of  the 
applicant. 

The  standard  method  of  calculating  cubage  as  de- 
fined by  the  American  Institute  of  Architects  is 
quoted  as  follows : 

“Definition  of  Standard  Cubic  Contents : ‘The 
cubic  content  (cube  or  cubage)  of  a building  is 
the  actual  cubic  space  enclosed  within  the  outer 
surfaces  of  the  outside  or  enclosing  walls  and 
contained  between  the  outer  surfaces  of  the  roof 
and  six  inches  below  the  finished  surfaces  of  the 
lowest  floors.’ 

“The  above  definition  requires  the  cube  of 
dormers,  pent  houses,  vaults,  pits,  enclosed 
porches  and  other  enclosed  appendages  to  be  in- 
cluded as  a part  of  the  building.  It  does  not  in- 
clude the  cube  of  courts  or  light  shafts,  open  at 
the  top,  or  the  cube  of  outside  steps,  cornices, 
parapets,  or  open  porches  or  loggias.” 
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E.  Fire  and  Panic  Protection  : Plans  for 
fire  escapes,  emergency  lighting  systems,  fire-alarm 
systems,  motion  picture  booths  or  projectors,  port- 
able grand-stands,  theatre  rigging,  filling  tanks, 
pressure  vessels  and  other  miscellaneous  safety  de- 
vices or  equipment  as  required  under  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry, 
Fire  and  Panic  Act  or  Bureau  of  Fire  Protection, 
Pennsylvania  State  Police  or  other  similar  acts  or 
bureaus  come  under  this  provision  of  Act  No.  402 
only  when  structural  changes  are  required. 

F.  Affidavit  Architects  : “Affidavit  Archi- 
tects” are  those  who  had  practiced  as  “architects” 
prior  to  July  1,  1919  and  filed  an  affidavit  with  the 
State  Board  of  Examiners  of  Architects  to  that  ef- 
fect, prior  to  January  1,  1940.  They  are  allowed 
to  continue  practice,  but  are  not  “Registered  Archi- 
tects” and  may  not  use  that  title.  For  persons  of 
this  classification  the  seal  is  not  required. 


Copies  of  the  law  (Act  402)  will  be 
forwarded  upon  request.  Address  either 
the  STATE  BOARD  OF  EXAMINERS  OF 
ARCHITECTS,  375  Education  Building, 
or  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 
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